Introduction [Summary]
In outlining the scope of the problems Mr Osmond-Clarke drew attention to the changes which had occurred over the years so that injuries were now a vast epidemiological problem costing the country something in the region of £500,000,000 each year -almost as much as the cost of the National Health Service. He reviewed the recommendations for a comprehensive Accident Service put forward by the Accident Services Review Committee of Great Britain and Ireland, and by the Standing Medical Advisory Committee of the Ministry of Health. The essential needs were for a twenty-four-hour service of doctors, nurses, laboratory technicians, radiographers and all the other ancillaries; this meant designating certain hospitals, since it would be impossible and uneconomical to equip all hospitals in the country for a twenty-four-hour service. He also emphasized the need for a Central Accident Unit as the hub of this comprehensive scheme, where all specialist attention was available, and where research and training could be carried out.
Mr P S London (Birmingham Accident Hospital)
Multiple Injuries
Attempts to achieve survival after serious injury must bring into account the main causes of death. In their survey of fatal road accidents Gissane & Bull (1961) found an average of three and a half important injuries per person. Outstanding features were injury of the head in two-thirds, of the chest in one-third, and serious bleeding in half the cases; about a third of the victims were killed outright and nearly half the remainder died within twelve hours; these pose the most urgent clinical problems.
Number and Distribution ofInjuries
In one year 551 persons were admitted to the emergency unit of the Birmingham Accident Hospital with an average of one-and-a-half injuries each ( Table 1 ).
The consensus of opinion of the bodies that have recently published reports and recommendations about accident services is that the several injuries should be looked after by the appropriate specialists. It is worth looking at multiple injuries through the eyes of some of the specialists most likely to be concerned.
Head injuries: Table 2 summarizes one year's admissions because of obvious head injury or 
